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This Activity demonstrates the working of Workspaces in Terraform. Using Workspaces, we can create 

multiple copies of infrastructure having same configuration files. 

Prerequisite: 
1) Download the zip file shared by the trainer and extract it. 

Walkthrough: 
1. Initializing Terraform Directory 
2. Working with Workspaces 
3. Destroying Workspaces 

 

Part 1:  Initializing Terraform Directory 
1 Open the extracted folder and navigate to “.tf” files.  

 

  
 
 

2 Click on the Address bar and type cmd. Press Enter ( It will open a command prompt from that location ). 
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3 Execute below command to initialize the current directory as Terraform directory which enables us to run terraform 
commands to manage Infrastructure. 
 

Command : 
 

 
 

Result : 
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4 Next execute below command to validate syntax and configuration of terraform configuration files. If everything is 
proper, it will return a success message otherwise it will display the errors. 
 

Command : 
 

 
 

Result : 
 

 
 

5 Next run below command and observe the output. The output contains information depicting all the changes which 
will happen in the AWS cloud. It is like dry-run to ensure whatever we are trying to do using terraform commands is 
what we want. 
 

Command : 
 

 
 

Result : 
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6 For creating resources in default workspace, execute below command. 
 

Command :  

 

Result :  

 

 
 

Part 2:  Working with Workspaces 
1 For finding out in which workspace we are creating resources, we can execute below command. 

Command :  
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Result :  

 
NOTE :  In Previous Step, we have created resources in default workspace. 

2 For creating same kind of infrastructure with same configuration files and manage it with a different state file. We 
can create new workspaces using below command. 

Command :  

 

Result :  

 

3 After creating a new workspace, we can utilize same configuration file to create another set of same resources in 
new workspace. 

Command : ( for previewing the changes ) 

 

Result :  

 

Command : ( for creating resources ) 

 

Result :  
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4 In similar way, create another workspace and create resources in the new workspace. 

Command : ( for creating a new workspace ) 

 

Result :  

 

Command : ( for previewing changes ) 

 

Result :  
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Command : ( for creating resources ) 

 

Result :  

 

5 To list out all the available workspaces , we can execute below command. Your current workspace will be indicated 
by “*” symbol beside the workspace name. 

Command : 

 

Result :  
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6 To switch from one workspace to another workspace we can execute below command.  

Command : 

 

Result :  

 

Command : (To identify in which workspace you are present, execute below command) 

 

Result :  

 

 

Part 3:  Destroying Resources 
1 Execute below command to destroy the resources which we have created in Dev Workspace. After you execute 

below command, it will show you what changes will be done and before doing those changes it will ask for your 
approval. So, if you want to proceed with destroying resources, provide “yes”. 
 

Command: ( In Dev Workspace ) 
 

 
 

Result:  
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2 After clearing up all the resources in Dev Workspace, we can proceed to delete Dev Workspace by executing below 
command. Before deleting Dev Workspace, we need to switch to another workspace. 
 

Command: ( for switching workspaces execute below command ) 

 

 
 

Result:  

 

 
 

Command: ( for deleting workspaces execute below command ) 
 

 
 

Result:  
 



Infrastructure Automation using Terraform – Lab Guide 

Copyright © 2022 Accenture. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

NOTE : If we delete workspace before clearing up the resources in that workspace, then along with the workspace 
state file will be getting deleted. So, we will lose control on those resources. If we want to delete them, then we must 
do it either manually or import those resources under Terraform and then destroy them. 
 

3 Execute below command to destroy the resources in Staging Workspace. After you execute below command, it will 
show you what changes will be done and before doing those changes it will ask for your approval. So, if you want 
to proceed with destroying resources, provide “yes”. 
 

Command: ( In Staging Workspace ) 
 

 
 

Result:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4 After clearing up all the resources in Staging Workspace, we can proceed to delete Staging Workspace by executing 
below command. Before deleting Staging Workspace, we need to switch to another workspace. 
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Command: ( for switching workspaces execute below command ) 

 

 
 

Result:  

 

 
 

Command: ( for deleting workspaces execute below command ) 

 

 
 

Result:  

 

 
 

5 Execute below command to destroy the resources in default Workspace. After you execute below command, it will 
show you what changes will be done and before doing those changes it will ask for your approval. So, if you want 
to proceed with destroying resources, provide “yes”. 
 

Command: ( In default Workspace ) 
 

 
 

Result:  
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